
Headteacher’s Note

What a brilliant few weeks it has been since returning to school! The corridors and
classrooms at Sefton Park are once again full of energy, laughter and curiosity, and it
has been so lovely to see the children settling back into their routines with such
enthusiasm.

Staff have been working hard to make sure classrooms feel welcoming and
purposeful, and the children have responded so positively, showing us already how
ready they are for the year ahead.

It’s a real privilege to be part of such a vibrant and caring school community. Thank
you to all families for the support you’ve given in helping the year get off to such a
positive start.
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Trips & Experience

It’s been a wonderful start to the year, with lots of opportunities for learning and
adventure beyond the classroom. 

Last week, Year 5 were treated to a visit from the Exploradome, a pop-up planetarium
that transformed our hall into outer space! The children were amazed as they
explored the mysteries of the universe, sparking plenty of big questions and cosmic
curiosity.

This week is just as exciting. Our Year 6 pupils will be heading off to Lifeskills, an
important trip that helps prepare them for greater independence as they move
towards secondary school. 

On Wednesday, our talented Sefton Spotlight team will be travelling to London to
watch Oliver! in the West End, before taking part in a drama workshop at the Scout Hut
on Thursday to support their own upcoming performances.

And the adventures don’t stop there! Next week, Year 4 will be journeying back in time
with a visit to Caerleon Roman Fort, where they’ll deepen their understanding of
Roman life in Britain. 

Meanwhile, Year 5 will be heading off to Magdalen Farm for an overnight stay packed
with campfires, songs, and hands-on learning about the environment and sustainability.

We are so proud of the rich and varied experiences our children get to enjoy. Trips like
these not only bring learning to life but also create lasting memories that children will
carry with them for years to come.



Reading

This year, we want to build a love of reading in our children by working together as a
team. Your role in creating a positive and encouraging reading environment at home is
vital.

To help your child succeed, please follow these guidelines:
Encourage daily reading: We ask that your child reads at least 3x per week for at
least 10 minutes each day. This opportunity to read aloud will build fluency and
expression. In KS1 this process will be supported by stickers which mark out how
many reads at home are required.

Sign the reading record: Please date and initial your child's reading record each
time they read at home. Add a brief, positive comment about their progress to help
us monitor their reading. Teachers will monitor and support this process. In KS2 we
are asking children to record the pages they read in class also. 

Let them choose: It's important for children to have a choice in what they read to
foster a love of books. This can include library books, magazines, comics, online
articles or audio books.

We look forward to partnering with you to help your child develop into a confident,
lifelong reader. Please do not hesitate to contact class teachers or Mrs Shuker if you
have any questions.
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Parents Evening - Week Beginning 13  Octoberth

We’re looking ahead to our Parents’ Evenings, which will take place in the penultimate
week of this term (week beginning 13th October). These meetings are such an
important opportunity to talk about how your child is getting on and to celebrate all the
progress they’re making.

Towards the end of this week, we’ll be sending out a communication to let you know
that sign-up is open. After trialling different approaches last year, we’ve decided to
return to using Arbor for bookings.

One important thing to note: if you accidentally make a mistake with your booking, the
system doesn’t allow you to change it yourself (yes, the dreaded “computer says no”
moment!). If this happens, please don’t try to book a second slot, just email your
child’s class teacher directly with your preferred time, and they will be able to adjust
things for you.

Thank you for your support with this and we look forward to seeing you all at Parents’
Evening!
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A Little Label Love

A friendly reminder from the ever-growing Sefton Park Lost Property Mountain…
please could we ask that all children’s clothes are clearly labelled with their names.
Jumpers and cardigans in particular seem to have an extraordinary talent for going on
adventures without their owners, sometimes never to be seen again!

A simple name tag (or even a biro on the label!) makes it so much easier for us to
reunite lost items with their rightful owners, rather than adding to our collection of
mysterious, identical school jumpers. Help us beat the Lost Property Monster! Label it,
and we’ll get it back to you!
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Super PTA

Mrs Shuker (and the whole school) would like to send a huge thank you to our
wonderful PTA for their generous donation to enrich our class libraries. 

Thanks to their support, our shelves are now brimming with exciting new authors, a
wider range of text types, and books that beautifully reflect the diversity of our school
community.

The children have already been diving in, some quite literally buried under a pile of
new reads, and it’s been brilliant to see the buzz around books growing stronger than
ever. What a fantastic gift to give our young readers!



Nursery Places Available

We are delighted to share that we still have a few spaces available in our Sefton Park
Nursery. If you, or anyone you know, are currently looking for a nursery place, please
don’t hesitate to get in touch with us.

Our nursery is led by expert practitioners, who provide a warm, nurturing and
stimulating environment every single day. The team is dedicated to supporting each
child to develop their confidence, curiosity and independence through a rich mix of
play, exploration and early learning.

Being part of Sefton Park means our youngest children also benefit from feeling part
of the wider school community, giving them the very best start to their school journey.

Word of mouth is always our best recommendation, so if you know a family who might
be interested, please point them in our direction, we’d love to welcome them in for a
visit and to show them what makes our nursery such a special place.
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Join Our Governing Body

We’re excited to share that there will soon be some spaces available on our school
governing body. Adverts for these roles will be coming out later in the term, and we’d
love for members of our school community to consider getting involved.

Governors play a really important part in school life. They help shape the direction of
the school, support and challenge leaders, and make sure every child has the best
opportunities to succeed. It’s a rewarding role that makes a real difference and a
fantastic way to be part of the Sefton Park journey.

Keep an eye out for more information later this term if you’re interested!
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Wraparound Care

If your child is booked into an after-school club but won’t be attending for any reason,
please let the school know as soon as possible. This helps us keep everyone safe,
saves staff time checking where children are, and makes sure clubs run smoothly.

Thank you for helping us keep things organised and stress-free for the children and
staff!

School Snacks

A quick reminder about snacks in school: children are welcome to bring something for
break time, but we ask that these are healthy choices such as fruit, vegetables, or
similar. Please remember that sweets are not allowed and that we are a nut-free
school due to allergies.

Healthy options like fruit or veg help them feel fuller for longer and keep their brains
ready for learning.

Thank you for helping us keep snack time both healthy and safe for everyone!
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