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Welcome to Setton Park

On any given day at Sefton Park, you might find children
in Year 2 huddled around a globe during a geography
inquiry, Year 5 rehearsing Shakespeare on stage, or
Reception pupils giggling with joy as they master a new
dance. And if you join us on the first of December, you'll
witness something truly magical, our halls transformed
overnight with twinkling lights, handmade decorations,
and every child’s artwork displayed from ceiling to floor.
[t's a moment that captures the essence of Sefton Park:

joyful, inclusive, creative, and proud.

As Headteacher, | am incredibly proud to lead a school
where every child is known, valued, and encouraged
to thrive. Our commitment to inclusivity and belonging
runs through everything we do. Whether your child
arrives with confidence or quietly grows into it, they
will be welcomed into a nurturing environment where
they are supported to become curious, confident, and

creative learners.

At Sefton Park, education is not confined to textbooks.
It comes alive in poetry recitals each September, in the
excitement of Careers Week where children dream
big about who they might become, and in the laughter
and awe of theatre productions performed on stages
across Bristol. We believe in celebrating childhood while
preparing our pupils for the wider world, with integrity,

kindness, and the tools to ask big questions.

We're proud to offer specialist teaching in Spanish,
Music, PE, and ICT, giving children access to deep subject

knowledge and passionate role models. Our ‘Creative

Lab’ ignites innovation through computing, 3D design,
and hands-on problem-solving. Our trips to museums,
galleries, places of worship and nature reserves further
build children’s cultural capital and understanding of the

world beyond the classroom.

Our vision—Enriching Minds, Nurturing Hearts, Inspiring
Hands—is more than a phrase. It guides our every
decision and defines the culture of our school. We want
children to love learning, care deeply, and use their
creativity to make a difference. That means developing
their sense of responsibility, resilience, and kindness as

much as their academic skills.

This is a place where childhood is celebrated, where
success is shared and where staff take time to connect
with pupils and with one another. A place where children

don't just learn facts, but how to be themselves.

We hope this prospectus gives you a flavour of what
makes Sefton Park such a special place. We would be
delighted to welcome you for a visit and show you our

community in action.

Warm wishes,

Alex Powell

Headteacher, Sefton Park Schools




Our school motto is, “Being and doing our very best,”
and we strive to live this out in every aspect of school life.
We set high standards for all, believing that every child
can thrive with the right support and challenge. Through
adaptive teaching, we ensure that no child has a cap
placed on their potential, every pupil is encouraged to

aim high and achieve their personal best.

We educate the whole child, nurturing the intellectual,
emotional, and practical skills of every pupil, and fostering
opportunities for children to experience all that life has
to offer. We ensure that all children feel safe, valued and

cared for while enjoying their learning.

Our curriculum is broad, balanced and enriching,
offering exciting and challenging opportunities across
all subjects. We are proud to have specialist teachers in
Spanish, Computing, Music and PE, who bring expertise
and passion to their subjects, helping children discover

and develop their interests and talents.

We work in close partnership with parents and carers,
recognising them as vital collaborators in each child’s
educational journey. Together, we aim to equip our
pupils with the knowledge, skills, and values they need to

flourish, both now and in the future.
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At Sefton Park, our shared goal is to offer a genuinely
broad, balanced curriculum while laying a strong
foundation for children’s future lives. This is a school that
values depth over speed, where learning is seen as a
meaningful journey, not a race against the clock.

We have high expectations of every child, believing in
their capacity to thrive and reach their full potential. Our
approach ensures the right supportisin place to help each
learner succeed, whatever their starting point. Adaptive
teaching lies at the heart of this, staff continually reflect
on and respond to the needs, strengths and interests of
their pupils, adjusting pedagogy to ensure everyone is
included and challenged.

While we strive for academic excellence, we do so
without compromising children’s well-being or limiting
the breadth of their experience. Our curriculum is rooted
in real-life relevance, giving children opportunities to
apply their learning in meaningful ways that connect to
the world around them.

The intent that drives our curriculum is simple but
ambitious: to ignite a lifelong love of learning. The
three Cs—curiosity, creativity, and confidence—run as
golden threads throughout every subject and learning
experience. These values help create a vibrant and
inspiring platform from which children can explore,
discover, and flourish.

We want our children to become active learners who
take ownership of their learning and recognise their
own agency. This is visible across the school, from
the high-quality displays showcasing children’s work
to the thoughtful learning environments that support
independent exploration.

Across all key stages, children are given space and
time to embed knowledge and develop understanding
through play, investigation, and purposeful challenge.
Our staff work collaboratively to design and implement a
curriculum that equips children with the knowledge, skills,
and habits of mind they need to navigate and thrive in an
ever-changing world, ready to embrace both challenges
and opportunities ahead.



At Sefton Park, we are committed to achieving the best Both reports recognise our commitment to providing
possible outcomes for every child through a creative, exciting learning experiences while maintaining high
broad and ambitious curriculum. We never narrow the academic expectations for all pupils.
curriculum in pursuit of test results our belief is that high
standards and a rich educational experience go hand Ofsted reports:
in hand. Junior School Ofsted report (URN: 10256787)

Infant School Ofsted report (URN: 10374093)

Children at Sefton Park achieve exceptionally well. Our

2025 outcomes at EYFS, Key Stage 1 (Internal) and Key Comparative data:
Stage 2 are all above both local and national averages, Sefton Park Junior School - GOV.UK Compare School
reflecting the impact of high-quality teaching, adaptive Performance

approaches, and an inclusive, aspirational ethos.
Sefton Park Infant School - GOV.UK Compare School

Both the Infant and Junior Schools continue to be judged Performance

by Ofsted as Good. The Infant School waslastinspectedin

2025, with inspectors highlighting the Outstanding Early

Years provision, where children benefit from a nurturing

environment and a strong foundation for future learning.

The Junior School was inspected in 2023 and praised

for its engaging and highly effective curriculum and for

placing children at the heart of everything it does.

% OF CHILDREN REACHING'GOOD LEVEL OF

S o 82% % OF CHILDREN PASSING PHONICS SCREENING 72%
READING GPS WHRITINGS MATHs

% REACHING AGE RELATED 94% 89% 67% 87%

% WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH 46% 28% 6% 26%




In addition to our on-site ‘Premier’ after-school club,
Sefton Park offers a rich and varied programme of
extra-curricular activities that take place before, during,
and after the school day. These are run by both staff and
external providers, catering to a wide range of interests

and talents.

After-school clubs include outdoor activities such as
dodgeball, football, netball, Kung-Fu, dance, and
sessions with the Outdoors Project. Over the years,
we've also responded to children’s, staff and parents’
ideas, offering clubs like Latin, Japanese, Lego, cricket,
basketball, gymnastics, robotics, science, multi-sports,
fencing, drama, board games, mindfulness, yoga,

knitting, and more.

Music plays a central role in school life. All children are

taught music by a specialist teacher during the school

day, and additional small-group instrumental lessons are
available throughout the year from visiting professionals.

Children in Years 2 to 6 have the opportunity to access

these lessons, and choirs are regularly formed for
performances and special events. Each year, our Year
4,5 8 6's performs a production in one of the city’s top
theatres. Every class takes part in a performance each
year, giving all pupils the chance to develop confidence

and stage presence.

Sport and physical activity are also celebrated at Sefton
Park. Alongside high-quality PE lessons delivered by
Foundation Sports during the school day, pupils begin
swimming lessons from Year 3. A parent-run Saturday
morning football club welcomes children of all ages, and
our school proudly takes part in a wide range of inter-

school sports competitions throughout the year.

To further enrich the children’s experiences and
independence, Year 6 take part in a highly enjoyable
week-long residential camp. Year 5 pupils also attend
a one-night residential—an exciting step in building

confidence and camaraderie ahead of their final year.

The end result is incredible
and feels like such a huge
team success. | wish |
could do it all again!
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The community of Sefton Park is an important aspect of
the school for Sefton Park families. The school’s friendly,
welcoming and warm atmosphere is created by the
children, the staff and the families alike. This alchemy,
created within the school, pours out into the playgrounds
atthe end of the school day at pick up time and outinto the
streets, roads and parks surrounding the school. Happy
Lane, officially named several years ago by the children
at Sefton Park, is a pedestrian path running alongside
the school grounds and is filled with the bubbling sound
of school children, younger siblings and adults, a sound

marking the start and end of the school day.

Parents and carers volunteer their time in school to listen
to children reading, help take the children swimming each
week, and offer extra help for school trips. Sefton Park
families are interested and involved in their children’s
education and, at termly events when year groups
showcase their learning, parents and carers fill the halls

to see the children centre stage.

The Sefton Park Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
organises a variety of events throughout the school
year with the principal aim of bringing the school
community together. These events also help to raise
significant funds which go towards enriching elements
of the children’s schooling experience. The Summer and
Winter fairs draw in crowds from beyond the school
community itself and can be seen as a celebration of the
whole school community and the role the school plays

within the local community.
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Sefton Park is special to our children for
these reasons:

The whole community is caring, friendly
and welcoming

The teachers provide a great learning environment
We can make friends really quickly
We can take risks with our learning

Our opinions are respected and valued
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Our community responds

A PARENT: The school is inclusive, creative and
offers a nurturing environment for learning. There
is an emphasis on well-being and kindness, and
although the school delivers excellent academic
results the children are never made to feel that this

is the only important thing.

A Teacher: As a school we really hold on to the
importance of child-centred learning. We do
drive for high academic standards but not at the
expense of a broad curriculum or of children's well-
being. The Sefton Park vision of everyone being a
learner and the way in which we aim to involve and
motivate children. We encourage children to think
for themselves. The way we build engagement
through involving the children in shaping their
experiences and empowering them to make

informed choices.

A Parent: The atmosphere and the ethos around
allowing (and encouraging) children to explore
what it is that they are interested in makes it
special. It is important that traditional academic
subjects are taught, and taught well (which | believe
the school does), but the school’s real selling point is
that the school values all of the things that children
are interested in, not just academic subjects. Kids
coming home saying “l just had fun today”, when
they have done activities that taught them maths,
English, teamwork etc, is a perfect environment
[for learning]. Teaching the children to think for
themselves, and not telling them that there is a
definite “right and wrong” answer, is good, develops
confidence, and prepares the children really well
for secondary school and adulthood. Time is also
spent teaching the children about teamwork and

interacting with each other - it's very impressive.




A Member of the Support Staff: What makes
Sefton Park special? Great teachers and
staff that hold the well-being and emotional
development of children above everything else
and regard every child as an individual and have
high expectations for all by promoting a happy,
safe and supportive learning environment in

partnership with parents.

A Senior Teacher: Sefton Park does stand out.
It exists, and has existed for some time, in an
educational environment driven by league
tables that are in themselves driven by a very
narrow curriculum. A situation where schools
claim to aim for a broad curriculum but in reality
deliver another - non-stop numeracy and
literacy. Sefton Park is different. The governors,
senior management team and all the staff
have worked fowards a common goal of a truly
broad curriculum and making it the foundation
for children’s later life that a Primary education
should be.

A Parent: The bright and creative environment;
the autonomy that the teachers have in their

planning and teaching; the child-centred

approach; the fact that creativity and personal

development are valued just as highly as
academic success; the approach to SATs which
means that the children don’t worry about them
because they are played down; the way diversity
is celebrated; the individuality of the school and
the pride in its character as a special place where

people are valued.
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Sefton Park School is situated in an incredibly varied part
of the city, on the edge of districts which have their own
distinct characters and features. Surrounded by streets
of predominantly Victorian and Edwardian houses,
it is an area steeped in the history of Bristol - from the
Victorians and their buildings and parks, to the memorial
to the Second World War ‘plane crash in St Andrew’s
Park, and the derelict WWII battery on Purdown. Pockets
of nature can be found nearby with allotments and a
city farm within a mile as well as the ancient woodlands

of Narroways. Virtually on the school’s doorstep is
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a Scout Hut and a Tennis Club and just a ‘cricket ball
throw’ away is the County Cricket ground. The local
high street, Gloucester Road, claims to be the longest
high street of independent shops in the country and the
famous Stokes Croft, with its intfernationally recognised
street art, is just down the hill. [t's a community of artists
and people who like to express themselves; politically
aware, environmentally conscious, invested in their local
community and with a global outlook. Creativity can
be found everywhere: in the shops selling the works of

local artisans, on the walls, on the annual artists’ trails

and within the homes of local residents. To brighten
the darkest months of Winter, households take part in
creating a “Window Wanderland” by decorating their

street-facing windows for the enjoyment of passers-by.

The city of Bristol is vibrant, colourful and rich in culture.
It is home to some nationally recognised attractions such
as Brunel’s ship, the SS Great Britain, the science museum
‘We the Curious’, and MShed which tells the story of
Bristol's heritage. All of these are found on the historic

floating harbour beneath the iconic Clifton Suspension

Bridge. Theatre and live music can be enjoyed in the large
playhouses such as the Hippodrome, Bristol Beacon,
Bristol Old Vic and Tobacco Factory theatres as well as
in the pubs, clubs and halls. Bristol is a city in which the
people like to express themselves through their creativity,
providing a rich (and educational!) smorgasbord of street
art, great food from all over the world, music, theatre,

film and festivals.




OCtS & STOTS s

Type of school
LA maintained federated infant

and junior schools

Age range
3-11years old

NUMBER OF STUDENTS ON ROLL

Nursery 40

Juniors 228

Infants 174

% oF pupILs WITH SEN supPORT

Infants 16%

Juniors 35.9%

Latest Ofsted reports
For the latest Ofsted reports go to reports.ofsted.gov.uk

and search for Sefton Park - Bristol.

School website
For more information and the latest news go to

seftonparkschools.co.uk

% OF PUPILS WHO SPEAK ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE

Infants 14%

Juniors 8%

ATTENDANCE

Infants 95.3%

Juniors 94.8%

ANNuAL Bubcer 2025-2026

m Income Expenditure M

% OF PUPILS ENTITLED TO PupPIL PREMIUM

Infants 8%

Juniors 13%

Famous connections to the school
Maya Jama, Radio and TV Presenter went to Sefton
Park as did Robert Del Naja from Massive Attack.

Portishead practiced and Roni Size recorded his debut

Mercury prize-winning album in Ashley House which is

now the nursery building!

No. OF STAFF

Teaching staff: 23
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Non-teaching staff: 40







